Coast Guard, DHS

taken from the vessel representative of
the effluent to be discharged, on dif-
ferent days over a 30-day period, con-
ducted in accordance with the guide-
lines promulgated by the Adminis-
trator in 40 CFR part 136, which con-
firm that the water quality of the
effluents proposed for discharge is in
compliance with paragraphs (b)(2), (3)
and (4) of this section; and

(6) To the extent not otherwise being
done by the owner, operator, master or
other person in charge of a cruise ves-
sel, pursuant to §159.317 of this subpart,
the owner, operator, master or other
person in charge of a cruise vessel shall
demonstrate continued compliance
through sampling and testing for con-
ventional pollutants and residual chlo-
rine of all treated sewage and
graywater effluents periodically as de-
termined by the COTP.

§159.311 Safety exception.

The regulations in this subpart shall
not apply to discharges made for the
purpose of securing the safety of the
cruise vessel or saving life at sea, pro-
vided that all reasonable precautions
have been taken for the purpose of pre-
venting or minimizing the discharge.

§159.313 Inspection for
and enforcement.

compliance

(@) Cruise vessels operating within
the applicable waters of Alaska are
subject to inspection by the Coast
Guard to ensure compliance with this
subpart.

(b) An inspection under this section
shall include an examination of the
Sewage and Graywater Discharge
Record Book required under §159.315 of
this subpart, environmental compli-
ance records, and a general examina-
tion of the vessel. A copy of any entry
in the Sewage and Graywater Dis-
charge Record Book may be made and
the Master of the vessel may be re-
quired to certify that the copy is a true
copy of the original entry.

(c) A vessel not in compliance with
this subpart may be subject to the pen-
alties set out in §159.321, denied entry
into the applicable waters of Alaska,
detained, or restricted in its operations
by order of the COTP.

§159.315

§159.315 Sewage and graywater dis-
charge record book.

(a) While operating in the applicable
waters of Alaska each cruise vessel
shall maintain, in English, a legible
Sewage and Graywater Discharge
Record Book with the vessel’s name
and official number listed on the front
cover and at the top of each page.

(b) Entries shall be made in the Sew-
age and Graywater Discharge Record
Book whenever any of the following is
released into the applicable waters of
Alaska:

(1) Treated or untreated sewage;

(2) Graywater; or

(3) Sewage and graywater mixture.

(c) Each entry in the Sewage and
Graywater Discharge Record Book
shall, at a minimum, contain the fol-
lowing information:

(1) Name and location of each dis-
charge port within the ship;

(2) Date the start of discharge oc-
curred;

(3) Whether the effluent is treated or
untreated sewage, graywater, or a sew-
age and graywater mixture and type of
treatment used;

(4) Time discharge port is opened;

(5) Vessel’s latitude and longitude at
the time the discharge port is opened;

(6) Volume discharged in cubic me-
ters;

(7) Flow rate of discharge in liters
per minute;

(8) Time discharge port is secured;

(9) Vessel’s latitude and longitude at
the time the discharge port is secured;
and

(10) Vessel’s minimum speed during
discharge.

(d) In the event of an emergency, ac-
cidental or other exceptional discharge
of sewage or graywater, a statement
shall be made in the Sewage and
Graywater Discharge Record Book of
the circumstances and reasons for the
discharge and an immediate notifica-
tion of the discharge shall be made to
the COTP.

(e) Each entry of a discharge shall be
recorded without delay and signed and
dated by the person or persons in
charge of the discharge concerned and
each completed page shall be signed
and dated by the master or other per-
son having charge of the ship.
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(f) The Sewage and Graywater Dis-
charge Record Book shall be kept in
such a place as to be readily available
for inspection at all reasonable times
and shall be kept on board the ship.

(g) The master or other person hav-
ing charge of a ship required to keep a
Sewage and Graywater Discharge
Record Book shall be responsible for
the maintenance of such record.

(h) The Sewage and Graywater Dis-
charge Record Book shall be main-
tained on board for not less than three
years.

§159.317 Sampling and reporting.

(a) The owner, operator, master or
other person in charge of a cruise ves-
sel that discharges treated sewage and/
or graywater in the applicable waters
of Alaska shall;

(1) Not less than 90 days prior to each
vessel’s initial entry into the applica-
ble waters of Alaska during any cal-
endar year, provide to the COTP cer-
tification of participation under a
Quality  Assurance/Quality Control
Plan (QA/QCP) accepted by the COTP
for sampling and analysis of treated
sewage and/or graywater for the cur-
rent operating season;

(2) Not less than 30 days nor more
than 120 days prior to each vessel’s ini-
tial entry into the applicable waters of
Alaska during any calendar year, pro-
vide a certification to the COTP that
the wvessel’s treated sewage and
graywater effluents meet the minimum
standards established by the Adminis-
trator, or in the absence of such stand-
ards, meet the minimum established in
§159.319 of this subpart;

(3) Within 30 days of each vessel’s ini-
tial entry into the applicable waters of
Alaska during any calendar year, pro-
vide to the COTP a Vessel Specific
Sampling Plan (VSSP) for review and
acceptance, and undergo sampling and
testing for conventional pollutants of
all treated sewage and graywater
effluents as directed by the COTP;

(4) While operating in the applicable
waters of Alaska be subject to unan-
nounced sampling of treated sewage
and graywater discharge effluents, or
combined treated sewage/graywater
discharge effluents for the purpose of
testing for a limited suite, as deter-
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mined by the Coast Guard, of priority
pollutants;

(5) While operating in the applicable
waters of Alaska be subject to addi-
tional random sampling events, in ad-
dition to all other required sampling,
of some or all treated sewage and
graywater discharge effluents for con-
ventional and/or priority pollutant
testing as directed by the COTP;

(6) Ensure all samples, as required by
this section, are collected and tested
by a laboratory accepted by the Coast
Guard for the testing of conventional
and priority pollutants, as defined by
this subpart, and in accordance with
the cruise vessel’s Coast Guard accept-
ed QA/QCP and VSSP;

(7) Pay all costs associated with de-
velopment of an acceptable QA/QCP
and VSSP, sampling and testing of
effluents, reporting of results, and any
additional environmental record keep-
ing as required by this subpart, not to
include cost of federal regulatory over-
sight.

(b) A QA/QCP must, at a minimum
include:

(1) Sampling techniques and equip-
ment, sampling preservation methods
and holding times, and transportation
protocols, including chain of custody;

(2) Laboratory analytical informa-
tion including methods used, calibra-
tion, detection limits, and the labora-
tory’s internal QA/QC procedures;

(3) Quality assurance audits used to
determine the effectiveness of the QA
program; and

(4) Procedures and deliverables for
data validation used to assess data pre-
cision and accuracy, the representative
nature of the samples drawn, com-
parability, and completeness of meas-
ure parameters.

() A VSSP is a working document
used during the sampling events re-
quired under this section and must, at
a minimum, include:

(1) Vessel name;

(2) Passenger and crew capacity of
the vessel;

(3) Daily water use of the vessel;

(4) Holding tank capacities for treat-
ed sewage and graywater;

(5) Vessel schematic of discharge
ports and corresponding sampling
ports;

(6) Description of discharges; and
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